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Why the Task of Disposing Unused Frozen Human Embryos is Different from Medical Tissue

According to Fatemi et al., (2010), a human embryo is an unborn or an unhatched human offspring during the period from about the second to the eighth week after fertilization. The number of frozen in vitro fertilization across the globe is growing fast. However, disposing of the embryo possess an ethical challenge and is different from disposing of other medical tissues due to some reasons. Some consider the unused frozen human embryos as potential humans, making them uneasy and unsure about donating them for purposes of research. Their disposal is a big dilemma as it possesses both an ethical and moral question.

Unused frozen human embryos can be used by infertile couples, who could use the embryos to create biological siblings without the knowledge of the donor family (Fatemi et al., 2010). That is an ethical issue that shows that disposing of the human embryos is not an easy thing. Some donors prefer to have them destroyed so that their DNA cannot be used to give rise to an offspring. However, some states in the US like Missouri have come up with laws that aim at protecting the legal life of embryos, saying that life begins at conception and discarding them is not an option. That makes the number of embryos in most facilities high since most of the people do not know what to with them. 

Another thing that makes the disposition of unused embryos different from disposing of other medical tissues is the fact that the human embryos are not merely cells or tissues, they are human lives with DNA and are potential children (Fatemi et al., 2010). Donating them maybe to a scientific research lab for use in conducting research is also an issue that is not easy. Some consider the embryos as potential lives and donating such for purposes of study may be morally wrong and unethical to them. Disposing of other tissues is different since no expected life is involved.
Reference
Fatemi, H. M., Kyrou, D., Bourgain, C., Van den Abbeel, E., Griesinger, G., & Devroey, P. (2010). Cryopreserved-thawed human embryo transfer: spontaneous natural cycle is superior to human chorionic gonadotropin–induced natural cycle. Fertility and sterility, 94(6), 2054-2058.

